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Course Objectives

This course is designed to cover a survey of scientific methods and some major
research designs in the social sciences. Even though data analyses involving the use
of computer programs will often be mentioned during lectures, it is NOT the purpose of
this course to teach the principles of statistical procedures and the use of these
computer programs. Rather, the focus will be on how a research topic is conceived,
coverage of literature, whether the statistical results are appropriately applied to
answer research questions and inferences are appropriately made, and how to write a
research paper. This course also requires lots of scientific writing, which will
result in the final form of a quality feasible research proposal. For each of the
research methods covered in class,

students are expected to recognize the major characteristics and appropriate
applicability, standard terminology employed with their associated strengths and
weaknesses.
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Dept.’ s Education Objectives
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1 |The department will train students to have a good knowledge of psychology and help
to place them in settings to practice this knowledge.
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2 |The department will train students to integrate different psychological theories
which will help them to achieve at both the academic and professional settings.

Y MRE RS AR LR GA
3 |The department will seek to enhance social awareness and knowledge and contribute
to lifetime learning
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4 |The department will help students to expand their global and multicultural
thinking.
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Students should be able to apply their professional abilities ®
to understand situations arising in the course of their work
and to solve problems.
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B [Students should develop their social awareness as well as o
engage in ethical thinking.
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C |Students should be able to plan their professional and academic o
endeavors.
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D [Students should be able to learn how to engage in active o

listening and how to collaborate with others.
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E |Students should have the ability to innovate and do critical o
thinking.
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Course Outline

Elements of scientific method and contrast that method with other ways of knowing
Ethical principles applicable to the research enterprise

APA guidelines

Observation Methods

Survey Research

Experimental Methods

Assessing the appropriateness of using some common statistical methods

Small group discussion and presentation of required article readings
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

Lecture, discussion and class presentation
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