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Course Objectives

This course will build up students’ knowledge about the current
state of economic research on social phenomena and sharpen their
ability to conduct and evaluate economic analyses of issues
relating to social phenomena
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Part I: Basic concepts and analytical tools
1. Principles of economic analysis
2. Interpersonal networks
Part II: Micro aspects of social behaviors
3. School attendance and occupational choice
4. Marriage and divorce: the formation and dismiss of household
5. Altruism and child-raising
6. Herd behavior and peer group effects
Part III: Macro aspects of social behaviors
7. Social customs and Norms
8. Constitutional law and institution formation
9. Crime and unemployment
10. Social classes and the distribution of income
Part IV: Special topic-Religion and economic development
11. Religious household production
12. Religious human capital
13. Religious groups and institutions
14. Religious group and consumption patterns
15. Protestant ethic and economic development
16. Church as an economic fir
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

The requirements for the course include: a number of problem sets
and short essays; preparation of background materials for, and
participation in, an in-class discussion on one of the current
policy topics; and a final examination
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