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Theory of Regional Studies
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Course Objectives

1.To be able to explain an alternative theoretical framework for sustainable
development of rural communities.
2. To be able to explain the similarity as well as differences of rural systems
between Asian and Western society.
3. To be able to explain the functions of endogenous self-organization regarding to

rural development.

4. To be able to explain the relationship of rural/agriculture and the environment in
both developed and developing countries.
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A [Ability to research and master the development of professional

trends in the Asia-Pacific region
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B Capable of transnational political, economic, social and

cultural academic research
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C [Ability to use theoretical methods, comprehensive analysis,

logical reasoning and thesis writing
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D [Ability to integrate multiple values in the international

community and integrate issues in the Asia-Pacific region
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E [Ability to have a regional presence and independently conduct
research and teaching mainly in the Asia-Pacific region
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Course Outline

This lecture aims to discuss an alternative theoretical framework for the sustainable
development of rural communities in East and Southeast Asia. The endogenous self-
organization that functions as a substantial social unit for rural development would
be the focus of the discussion. To accomplish this purpose, some cases from each
country would be introduced and interpreted in an alternative way. Also, some
development strategies will be introduced, while the main agenda should be given on
how to empower the local people for sustainable rural development.
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