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Behavioral Accounting
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Course Objectives

The objective of behavioral accounting is to understand, explain, and predict human
behavior in accounting situations or contexts. Behavioral accounting takes into
account key decision-makers’ experience and incentives as part of the evaluation of a
company. It also examines how accounting practices and processes, in turn, affect the
behavior and processes of personnel working in a company.

The course is designed to expose students to a selection of behavioral and
experimental research in accounting, auditing and taxation. Students should leave this
course with a basic knowledge of behavioral research and be better able to create,
analyze, and critique such research. This course may also help students identify a
dissertation topic.
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The course topics include behavioral and experimental research in accounting, auditing
and taxation from top journal papers published in recent years. The readings for this
course include a subset of the behavioral accounting literature in accounting,
auditing and taxation.
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Fred N. Kerlinger, & Howard B. lee, Foundations of Behavioral Research, Fourth
Edition, Earl McPeek
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