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Course Objectives

This course empirically examines the foundations of policymaking in development
economics. It equips students with research skills to quantify policy effects and
study global cases on various aspects of human development, including education,
health, gender, family dynamics, land relations, risk management, and both informal
and formal norms and institutions.
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1 |Educate postgraduate students with professional knowledge and empirical skills for
further academic research.
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A [Mathematical analysis skills: Mastering in intermediate
application of mathematical theories and game theory in
analyzing economic 1issues.
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B |Empirical analysis skills: Mastering in intermediate o
application of statistics and econometrics in data collection
and examination
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C [Microeconomic perspective: Thorough understanding of O
intermediate microeconomic theories and relevant application
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D [Macroeconomic perspective: Thorough understanding of O
intermediate macroeconomic theories and relevant application
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E |Employment opportunities: capabilities of working on important
policy and decision challenges in business and government
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F |Communication skills: Having a clear mind and capability in o
writing an intermediate professional academic report
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Course Outline

Introduction: The vicious circle of poverty.

Nutrition and productivity: Interrelationships.

Probability and regression review and potential outcomes causal model.
Instrumental variables and regression discontinuity designs.
Difference in difference and synthetic control.

Education.

Health: A case study from Rajasthan.

Gender discrimination.

Bargaining within families.
. In-class student presentations.
. Land.
. Savings.
. Insurance.
.Credit markets.
.Formal and informal institutions.
.Limits to social policy: Corruption.
. In-class student presentations.
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)

This course will be taught by the instructor in our department. We will use a laptop
computer, a
projector and a statistic software to teach this course.
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

This course will be conducted in a lecture format. Students will explore empirical
applications

and deliver classroom presentations on existing research papers as well as their own
research

proposals.
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