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Course Objectives

1. Critically examine major research paradigms and methods, as well as their
epistemological, ethical, and political dimensions, with particular emphasis on
ethnography and participatory action research.

2. Evaluate ethnographic, participatory, and decolonising approaches, with attention
to power, positionality, and relationality.

3. Critically engage with subjectivity in research and the researcher’ s role in
knowledge production, including reflexivity, insider - outsider relations, and issues
of privilege and representation.

4. Equip the students with the capacity to design ethically grounded and contextually
appropriate qualitative research projects, linking methods to research questions and
social contexts.

5. Assess the potential and limitations of qualitative methods for socially engaged
research and advancing social and epistemic justice.
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A [Ability to research and master the development of professional
trends in the Asia-Pacific region
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B |Capable of transnational political, economic, social and
cultural academic research
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C |Ability to use theoretical methods, comprehensive analysis,
logical reasoning and thesis writing
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D [Ability to integrate multiple values in the international
community and integrate issues in the Asia-Pacific region

L3 REEELHEEFNL SR AWM RE v
E [Ability to have a regional presence and independently conduct
research and teaching mainly in the Asia-Pacific region
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Course Outline

This course introduces students to the epistemological, ethical, and political
foundations of qualitative research, with particular emphasis on ethnography,
participatory action research, and decolonising methodological approaches. It
critically examines how research practices are shaped by power relations,
positionality, and situated knowledge systems. Emphasising reflexivity, ethics, and
researcher-participant relationships, the course prepares students to conduct research
with marginalised societies reflexively, applying methods such as interviews,
participant observation, fieldnote-taking, and reflective practice. Drawing on
examples from geography, anthropology, and Indigenous studies, students will develop
an analytical and ethical orientation attentive to social justice and inclusion, as
well as decolonial praxis.
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

Lectures, workshops, and student presentations, including providing peer feedback.
Assessment also includes a midterm research proposal outline and a final research
proposal.
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