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This course seeks to understand the links between language and culture in the
Austronesian speaking world with an eye to the revitalization of indigenous languages
in Taiwan. Accordingly, this course covers three broad areas of study: (1) The current
state of knowledge regarding the historical development and migration of the
Austronesian speaking peoples. (2) Anthropological debates over the relationship
between language and culture. And (3) the comparative ethnographic study of efforts at
indigenous language revitalization.
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Promote higher education for Indigenous peoples.
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Establish a firm grounding in ethnic studies.
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Cultivate professionals capable of engaging in ethnic affairs practice.
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A |Furnish the ability to meaningfully engage with local ®
communities.
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Cultivate crltlcal thinking about ethnic studies.
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C Furnlsh the skills necessary to conduct historical researches O
and the practices of Indigenous education.
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b Furnish cross-cultural sensitivity and communication skills. ®
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. Course Outline
o} Section 1: The Austronesians

How we know what we know: making sense of archaeology, language, and genetic
data
Contemporary theories of Austronesian Migration
Similarities and differences across the Austronesian World
0 Section 2: The differences between Highland and Coastal Pacific Islanders
Specific Geographic areas in Pacific Austronesian
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Fiji, New Zealand, and Hawaii
o} Section 3: Language and Cul ture
The origins and history of the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis (effect of language on
culture)
Contemporary research in linguistic anthropology and psycholinguistics
The reverse hypothesis: the effects of culture on language
o} Section 4:
Language Death
Ethnographies of Language Revitalization
Learning from Hawaii and New Zealand
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods
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