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Course Objectives

This course addresses essential concepts, issues, and practicalities of assessment in
the classroom as well as standardized language tests for different levels of
schooling. Since assessment is an integral aspect of the pedagogical process, it is
intended to serve simply as an introduction to the complex field of language
assessment and summative evaluation. The first half of the course introduces
principles and issues. Students are to take a brief look at large-scale and standards-
based testing. The second half is focused directly on the classroom, and on what the
teacher can do to develop principled, effective, informative assessment in their own
teaching process. Alternatives in assessment, such as portfolios, journals,
conferences, observation, interviews, form-focused assessment, and self- or peer-
assessment will also be briefly discussed.
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The program trains students’ teaching ability. There are two types of students:

l those who seek to become high school and adult English teachers; those who are
already teachers and seek to accomplish this degree.
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9 In order to contribute to the culture of Taiwan' s east coast, the program

encourages students to engage local subject matters as materials for their
research.
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3 |While they research English teaching pedagogy, the program encourages students to
think diversely and across disciplines.
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4 |The program trains students to probe into different cultural industries in
relation to their studies.
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5 |The program trains students both to think independently and to cooperate with

others.
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A |The program improves students’ English and trains them in O
English language pedagogy.
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The program gives students basic knowledge of research methods.
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C |The program trains students to gather and analyze research o
materials.
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D |The program cultivates the ability to understand the research ®
thesis format.
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The program trains students to write academic papers. O
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Ability in critical thinking. o
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Course Outline

. Introduction

.Defining Test and Assessment

.Principles of Language Assessment

.Kinds of Tests

. Issues 1n Language Assessment

. Classroom-based Assessment
.Norm-Referenced and Criterion-Referenced Tests
.Some Practical Steps to Test Construction
9. Transforming and Adapting Existing Tests
10. Alternatives in Assessment

11. Scrutinizing the Alternatives

12. Future Trends
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)

Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

@ Course pack reading

@ Lecture

@ Discussion

@ (Questions for reflection
@® Group work




@® I[ndividual project
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