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2R Course Description

The course is an introduction to social research methods and will emphasize topics: literature review, data
collection via in-depth interview and focus group interview, data analysis, research ethical issues. As social
science research is a craft, it takes practice to do it well. Students have opportunities to learn by doing in all
aspects for this course, including interview design and practice. A designed field trip will be arranged for
understanding the society of Taiwan.

272 H# Course Objectives

To enhance student’s abilities to systematically collect and analyze first-hand qualitative data from the field
To understand research ethical issues
To formulate possible research methods for Ph. D. dissertation study
To observe and be aware of the Taiwanese society

% 3} i B & Teaching Schedule & Content

HEIX Week N %% Subject/Topics 55+ Remarks
Introduction 2/21
What is the objective of “Research Method” for social sciences research Reading Materials

First-hand data collection and analysis for social sciences research
Research ethical

228 National Holiday 2/28, No class
2

Focus Group Interview Discussion, Moderator, Assistant, Participants, and the 3/6, PPT: Lecture land
3 Topic PPT: Lecture 2

Lecture: Literature Review, Scientific Process, Organizing Literature, Cite
Bibliography Sources, Citation




(Assignment 1)

Self-Study: Introduction to your study, research questions and research 3/13
4 purposes. Based on a theoretical framework or try to build a research
framework to test your hypothesis. Assignment 1
Presentation and Questioning for Assignment 1, each for 20 min 3/20
5
Lecture: Writing Note of Reviewed Paper 3/27, PPT: Lecture 3
6
4/3 Spring Break 4/3, No class
7
Self-Study: Identify Keywords, Search for Main References (10 articles), Read {4/10,
8 and Make Passage for each of them. Assignment 2
9 Presentation and Questioning for Assignment 2, each for 20 min 4/17
0 Lecture: In-depth Interview and Focus Group Interview 4/24, PPT: Lecture 4
Self-Study: Informed Consent, Outline of Semi-Structured Interview, List 5/1
11 Stakeholders or Interesting Groups. Assignment 3 and 4
Presentation and Questioning for Assignment 3 and 4, each for 20 min 5/8
12
3 Lecture: Epistemological Issues 5/15, PPT: Lecture 5
4 Lecture: Research Ethical Issues 5/22, PPT: Lecture 6
15 Lecture: Planning and Conducting a Semi-Structured Interview 5/29, PPT: Lecture 7
Lecture: Transcribing and Analyzing the Data 6/5, PPT: Lecture 8
16
In Class Practice: Focus Group Interview 6/12
17 IAssignment 5
Course Review 6/19, No class
18
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/Attendance and Discussion 20% n
Research Proposal Presentation 20% [ |
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(Assignment 2, 3, and 4) 30% = =
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Grading & Assessments Supplemental instructions
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)

Irving Seidman, 2013, Interviewing as Qualitative Research. NY and London: Columbia University Press
Rosalind Edwards and Janet Holland, 2013, What is Qualitative Interviewing? NY and London: Bloomsbury
Anne Galletta, 2013, Mastering the Semi-Structured Interview and Beyond. NY and London: New York
University Press

Steinar Kvale, 2007. Doing Interviews. London: Sage Publications Ltd.
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