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Course Description

The course is designed as a form of colloquium for students who work on
their dissertation projects.

Various aspects of research topics are presented and discussed by the par-
ticipants. It centers on students’ research process: topic, research
questions, methodology, theoretical background, etc. The class is featured
with inter-disciplinary approaches. Through presentation, discussions, de-
bates, students will have the opprtunity to clarify their thoughts, doubts
(e.g. the definition of variables, the operationalization, generation of hy-
potheses and selection of comparative cases) and share their experiences
as well as problems/difficulties faced during their research process.

Stimulated by various research background, students can have a more open-
minded attitudes toward conducting research.

In the course, the participants will present and discuss their own research
concepts or project outlines once or twice. The purpose is to discuss pro-
blems occurring while conceptualizing and writing a thesis, and finding
solutions to methodological and practical questions emerging during the
work process.
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Course Objectives

To understand various research subjects related to the Asia-Pacific
Region, including (but not being limited to) economic, financial, political,
societal and higher educational aspects. To better prepare their dissertation
writing and have critical assessment on other’s research.
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Basic Learning Outcomes

A. Ability to research and master the development of professional trends
in the Asia-Pacific region

B. Capable of transnational political, economic, social, and cultural
academic research

C. Ability to use theoretical methods, comprehensive analysis, logical
reasoning, and thesis writing

D. Ability to integrate multiple values in the international community and
integrate issues in the Asia-Pacific region

E. Ability to have a regional presence and independently conduct research
and teaching mainly in the Asia-Pacific region
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1% 5% # € 3R Teaching Schedule & Content

BR MZA ( Subject/Topics ) #5F Remarks
week

1 Course introduction (design, plan, assessment)

2 Introduction in dissertation; Presentation: research topic/proposal

3 Literature review in dissertation; Presentation: research topic/proposal

4 Philosophy of science; Presentation: research topic/proposal

5 Holiday

6 Framing research question I; Presentation: research topic/proposal

7 Guest Lecture

8 Framing research question II; Presentation: research topic/proposal

9 Midterm

10  |Guest Lecture




11 |APRS International Conference on Cross-Disciplinary Research :
Industry, Tourism, and Regional Studies in Asia-Pacific Region
12 |Research proposal structure; Presentation: research topic/proposal
13 |Guest Lecture
14 How to publish your research work; Presentation: research topic/proposal
15  |Guest Lecture
16  |Conclusion: wrapping up
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Trip
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Grading & Assessments Supplemental instructions

The main concern is centering around students’ research proposals. Participate actively in the class as

well as join the discussion and give suggestions to your peers are crucial.

Additionally, the written midterm paper and final term paper will be another major evaluation of the

course. More details will be discussed in the class.
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Suggested Readings:

Van Evera (1997) Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ch.1

Falleti & Lynch (2008) Context and Causal Mechanisms in Political Analysis McComas
Almazroa (1998) The nature of science in science education.

Popper (1959) The Problem of Induction. P. 426-432

Kuhn (1970) Logic of Discovery or Psychology of Research? P.11-18

Lakatos (1973) Science and Pseudoscience P.20-26

Babbie (2001) Research Design P.91-117

Munck (1989) Canons of Research Design in Qualitative Analysis P.18-45

Van Evera (1997) Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ch.2

Gerring (2004) What is a Case Study and What is it Good for? P.341-354

Geddes (1991): How the cases you choose affect the cases you get, P.131-150.

Bennett (2004): Case Study Methods. Design, Use and Comparative Advantage. P.19-55.
Neuendorf (2002) Defining Content Analysis P.1-25

Potter (2003) Discourse Analysis P.607-623

Bennett; Elman (2006) Qualitative Research: Recent Developments in Case Study Methods P. 455-
476

Berg (1989) A Dramaturgical Look at Interviewing P.13-39

Fowler (1994) Survey Research Methods, P. 1-9; 69-93




