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A. The goal/outline of the course:

Students will learn English through the critical evaluation of popular music specially selected by
for its richness of expression and narrative lyrical content. Students will analyze and discuss their
impressions and interpretations of songs presented in class, and will broaden their English
vocabularies and enrich their critical thinking skills in the process. Songs will be taken from the
canons of such notable musical luminaries of Western music as Bob Dylan, Neil Young, Gordon
Lightfoot, Tom Petty, Paul Simon, and others.

B. The teaching methods:

The first hour of class will be student presentations. In the second hour, the teacher will lecture
and we will have class discussions. Prior to hearing a song, students will be introduced to key
vocabulary and its usage. While listening to the songs introduced in class, students are encouraged
to simultaneously read along with the lyrics. Following this, the class will engage in analysis and
discussion of the song’ s content and meaning, including: theme, imagery, mood, characters, setting,
story line, use of literary devices, rhyme, phrasing etc. Students will be expected to think
analytically and critically, and to articulate their opinions and impressions in English.

Only material covered by the instructor in the listening, lecture, and discussion portions class of
our class is testable (i.e. students will not be tested on the content of their classmates
presentations)

STUDENT SONG PRESENTATIONS

Each student will give one individual report on a song of his or her choice, including a brief
introduction to the artist, an analysis of the song s lyrics and meaning, as well as identifying and
explaining difficult vocabulary. The presentation should be approximately fifteen minutes in length,
and should be prepared using PPT or other appropriate software with all references clearly cited.

Please be ready to present at your time on your date.

Students will not be tested on the content of other students’ presentations

C. Important notes:

No phone use / eating /sleeping allowed in class.

All your work must be your own original writing. There are no exceptions. Students caught
plagiarizing will receive a mark of zero on the assignment. The instructor’s policy on the use of Al

to complete students
song presentations will be explained in class. Song presentations must represent completely original




work and cannot be copied in whole or in part from sources or prepared using Al technology. To ensure
compliance with this requirement, students must provide teacher with a copy of their presentations
before they get up to speak along with a printout of the results from running the text of the
presentation through an Al detector tool (ChatGPT Zero). If the results of this check indicate a
strong likelihood that AI was used to write the content, significant deductions will be made to the
students’ scores at the instructor’s discretion.

Students taking this class must agree to conform to this policy.
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If you send Jason an email, your subject line must include the following: 1) your name and student
number, 2) the course name and 3) the course section (see example below):
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SUBJECT: From Vicky Lin, 5566778, Pop Culture AB

Attendance is mandatory. Permission to miss class or to be late must be obtained in advance and will
only be granted in cases of illness, family emergency, approved extracurricular activity or other
extenuating circumstances. Marks will be deducted for absence and lateness in the absence of advance
permission.
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1 unexcused absence= minus 5%
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2 unexcused absence =minus 10%
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3 unexcused absence = grade of D in the course (FAIL)
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3 times late = 1 unexcused absence = minus 5%
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[f you are absent from class, you are still responsible for all course work. This includes getting

class notes and homework assignments from a classmate and arranging make-up dates for presentations.
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Only leave requests made using the NDHU # # 3k %L Student Leave Management System will be

considered. DO NOT EMAIL THE INSTRUCTOR DIRECTLY WITH LEAVE REQUESTS.

2) Midterm and Final Tests

Midterm and Final Tests will take place during our regularly scheduled class time. Exams are closed
book. No notes or other materials on electronic devices may be consulted while students are writing
these exams.

#A42 P %  Course Objectives

Students will engage in the critical examination of popular music specially selected for its richness
of expression and narrative lyrical content. Students will discuss their impressions and
interpretations of songs presented in class, broadening their English vocabularies and enriching
their critical thinking skills in the process. Songs will be taken from the repertoires of such
notable musical luminaries of Western music as Bob Dylan, Neil Young, Gordon Lightfoot, Paul Simon,
and others
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¥ #% & B # Teaching Schedule & Content

#F = Week R % Subject/Topics

# :XRemarks

Course Intro

schedule three song

Teacher models how to do a song presentation presentations
Make student song presentation schedule
) Into the Great Wide Open by Tom Petty Make song presentation
schedule
Amend student song presentation schedule
Into the Great Wide Open by Tom Petty
3
Student presentations
A Hollis Brown (B. Dylan)
Student presentations
5 NO CLASS - HOLIDAY
6 Hollis Brown (B. Dylan)
Student presentations
7 TBA
Student presentations
8 TBA
Student presentations
9 # v =F % Midterm Exam Week
MIDTERM TEST
Mid-term tests returned
10 TBA
Student presentations
1 TBA
Student presentations
19 TBA
Student presentations
13 TBA
Student presentations
14 TBA
Student presentations
15 TBA REVIEW materials for
Student presentations final test
16 TBA
Student presentations
17 Ed:=¢ ¥ Final Exam




Students will write the practice GEPT online (distance learning—-—
18 students do not need to physically attend class in Shoufeng and can
write the test online at a time and location convenient for them)
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ZPES (G HA)
General Performance
(Attendance Record)

#¢ A4 Midterm Exam 30%

4+ 24 Final Exam 30%

% %4 Homework and/or

Assignments 30% song presentatio

# ¥ Miscellaneous

0,
(attendance) 10%
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C. The evaluation standard:
Midterm Exam (written) 30%

Presentation 30%
Attendance 10%
Final Exam (written) 30%
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)

There is no textbook
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Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website(Including online teaching information.
Personal website can be listed here.)
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