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Anthropological Cultural Theory Section (This English syllabus has been translated by ChatGPT and
further refined by the course instructor. )

The cultural theory segment of anthropology is led by Professor Hsuta Lin. This section adopts the
approach of focusing on “a single anthropologist as a representative of anthropological theory” as
its course material and pedagogical format. These selected anthropologists and their theories reflect
the developmental trajectories and central concerns of modern and contemporary anthropological
thought. The theoretical frameworks presented aim to assist students in refining their research
topics and rhetorical strategies in academic writing.




The teaching methodology for this segment of the course is designed to achieve two pedagogical
objectives, each corresponding to a specific class requirement:

1. Understanding Through Critical Engagement

Rather than employing the common practice of assigning student-led group presentations on the course
readings, this course emphasizes an alternative approach. While understanding an author’ s writing is
a fundamental skill, it is not the ultimate goal of graduate-level training in reading. During the
reading process, students are expected to continually ask themselves the following questions:

1. What are the key issues the author raises?
2. How do these issues emerge?
3. Why are they significant?

This process fosters essential skills, including summarizing the author’ s key arguments
contextualizing the author’ s intellectual background, and comprehending the broader implications of
the text. In other words, graduate students must go beyond understanding the material to articulate
their own perspectives

Imagine this scenario: You are serving as a discussant for a conference paper. Your task is not to
reiterate the content of the paper but to distill its key points and provide constructive critiques.
Similarly, this course prioritizes your ability to engage critically with the material.

Each week, I will post three discussion questions on the course webpage, “Interpretation as a
Labyrinth.” Students must select one question to answer during class. Graduate-level courses are not
designed for instructors to explain “what the book is about.” Instead, they challenge students to
explore “what the book leaves unsaid” (e.g., its metaphors, rhetorical techniques, the intellectual
debates of its time, the author’ s intentions, character, academic anecdotes, and subsequent
influence).

Consequently, we will not review the content of the readings in class; I will assume all students are
already familiar with the material. Weekly sessions will typically begin with the question,

“Alright, what is this book about?” (followed by student responses), and then proceed to, “Who
would like to address the first question?”

2. Developing the Art of Questioning

Through weekly discussion questions, I aim to demonstrate how to craft a well-formulated question.
Effective questions require:

1. Identifying the central issue (requiring cross-referencing content from multiple
readings to find shared concerns).

2. Exploring how the issue emerges (supported by evidence from the texts, demonstrating
comprehension).

3. Constructing new perspectives shaped by these questions (which involves digesting the

material and presenting a dialectical argument based on the specific themes).
Midterm Assignment

The midterm assignment is to craft a 1, 000-word integrated question based on the readings from the
first six weeks. Students will then deliver a 20-minute oral presentation addressing this question.

Academic Integrity and Use of Al

Any violations of academic integrity—plagiarism, cheating, improper citation, or blindly copying
text generated by ChatGPT or Google—are strictly prohibited. Note: Tools like ChatGPT should be used
to enhance your critical thinking and enrich your arguments, not to reduce effort. Your intellectual
engagement and input remain essential.

Lastly, I encourage students to engage in collaborative discussions to deepen their understanding of
the authors’ arguments and to refine their own.
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