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HAz4w it Course Description

This course examines the production of literature as deeply entwined with cultural contexts,
particularly in an era where technology and capitalism shape a cybernetic society. Adopting a Marxian
critical perspective, the course engages with key theoretical frameworks, including Benjamin’ s view
of language and translation as a means of escaping cultural domination and totalitarianism,

Stiegler’ s critique of new barbarism under cybernetic capitalism, and Dawkins’ and Blackmore s
insights into the function of memes as cultural replicators, literary works under discussion include
Rebecca Kuang’ s Babel and Yellowface, as well as Shuang-zi Yang' s Taiwan Travelogue. By the end of
the semester, students will not only gain a deeper understanding of the cultural dimensions of
literary production but also develop their own critical perspectives by identifying contemporary
examples of these dynamics.
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# 3 i K % Teaching Schedule & Content

#F = Week R % Subject/Topics % :XRemarks
1 Course Introduction
9 Translation or Cultural Appropriation?
Walter Benjamin’ s “The Task of the Translator”
3 Rebecca Kuang’ s Babel 1/3
4 Rebecca Kuang’ s Babel 2/3
5 Rebecca Kuang’ s Babel 3/3
6 Technocultural Studies on New Totalitarianism

Bernard Stiegler’ s “Disruption: A ‘New Form of Barbarism ”

The Function of the Meme Machine

T Richard Dawkins’ Foreword to Susan Blackmore’ s The Meme Machine
8 Midterm Exam

9 #p ¢ ¥ 223 Midterm Exam

10 Rebecca Kuang s Yellowface 1/3

11 Rebecca Kuang s Yellowface 2/3




12 Rebecca Kuang s Yellowface 3/3

13 Shuang-zi Yang’ s Taiwan Travelogue 1/3
14 Shuang-zi1 Yang’ s Taiwan Travelogue 2/3
15 Shuang-zi Yang' s Taiwan Travelogue 3/3
16 Review

17 Group Discussion

18 # A#3F 2 ¥Final Presentation
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|:| 7 %% Transdisciplinary Teaching |:| B % %% Inter-collegiate Teaching
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)

Assigned Readings:

Benjamin, Walter. “The Task of the Translator.” Theories of Translation: An Anthology of
Essays from Dryden to Derrida. Eds. Rainer Schulte and John Biguenet. The University of Chicago
Press, 1992

Dawkins, Richard. “Foreword.” The Meme Machine. By Susan Blackmore. Oxford University
Press, 1999.

Kuang, Rebecca. Babel: Or the Necessity of Violence: An Arcane History of the Oxford
Translators’ Revolution. HarperCollins, 2022.

Kuang, Rebecca. Yellowface. HarperCollins, 2023.

Stiegler, Bernard. “Disruption: A ‘New Form of Barbarism.” ” The Age of Disruption:
Technology and Madness in Computational Capitalism. Translated by Daniel Ross. Polity, 2019

Yang, Shuang-zi. Taiwan Travelogue. Trans. Lin King. Graywolf Press, 2024.
Suggested Readings:

Dawkins, Richard. The Selfish Gene. Oxford University Press, 1976

Stephenson, Neal. Snow Crash. Del Rey Books, 2000. (1992)
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Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website(Including online teaching information.
Personal website can be listed here.)
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