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(This English syllabus has been translated by ChatGPT and further refined by the course instructor.)
We are all exploring this world in our own ways. Sociologists seek to understand how capitalism
shapes and governs markets. Social psychologists design experiments to investigate how group dynamics
influence individual behavior. Novelists create worlds for their protagonists. We, too, are curious
about the thoughts of our loved ones and how shared plans for the future can come to fruition.
Anthropologists, on the other hand, aim to uncover how people from different cultural groups navigate
their worlds. How do they deal with the loss of loved ones? How does the structure of their society
function? How do they perceive the species around them, and what is their relationship with the
ecological environment? In essence, anthropologists ask: How do people live in their worlds? How do
they act within their own cultural frameworks, and what is the meaning of those actions? These are
the questions at the heart of cultural anthropology. To explore the aforementioned questions, this
course is structured around several themes, each addressed through two selected readings per week.
These themes encompass the core practices and concepts of classical anthropology: holism, fieldwork,
cultural relativism, and thick description, as well as emerging topics in contemporary anthropology,
including globalization, multi-species studies, and developments in global political dynamics.
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1. Class Participation (20%)

Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions. This requires completing the
assigned readings thoroughly and contributing thoughtfully during discussions. Attendance will be
checked randomly throughout the semester and will contribute 20% to the final grade.

2. Midterm Oral Presentation (40%)

Students will form groups of three and select one ethnographic text from the provided list to prepare
a 20-minute presentation. Each week, two groups will present. The presentation accounts for 40% of
the final grade and should include the following four components:

(D Establish a clear presentation title.

(@ Summarize the text and describe the phenomena it explores.

@ Pose discussion-worthy questions.

@ Present your analysis and perspectives.

3. Final Written Report (40%)

The final report must address a specified question and be a minimum of 3, 000 words, but no more than
three pages. It accounts for 40% of the total grade for the semester. The report must be typed,
single-sided, and submitted as a hard copy to the department office by 2:00 PM on the Tuesday of Week
15. Late submissions, in any form, will not be accepted. Collaboration in discussion is encouraged,
but each student must write their own report. Plagiarism of any kind is strictly prohibited
(including the use of ChatGPT without proper citation).

4. Additional Details

Further instructions will be announced as needed. All guidelines are subject to change at the
instructor’ s discretion.
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The following list comprises the ethnographies available for group presentations. Students are
required to select one text during the first week of class to use as the basis for their 20-minute
oral presentation. Each group will consist of three members, and two groups will present each week.
Groups are responsible for obtaining their chosen ethnographic texts.
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https://www. facebook. com/hsutalin/
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This is the “poem” by the poet Hsia Yu: Crossing Out Before Crossing Out After, included in
Crossing Out Crossing Out Crossing Out, the editorial preface of the ninth issue of Now Poetry. Using
everything you have learned this semester in “Cultural Anthropology,” aim to capture the essence of
the poem—its content, style, intention, and form—through the richest language of your life.
Describe, explain, translate, and interpret what you believe this poem is expressing, or what it is
attempting to omit or erase, and explore how this relates to the interests and ideas of contemporary
anthropological research. (Include the title, 3,000 words).




