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#A2 P &  Course Objectives

This course is designed to cover a survey of scientific methods and some major research designs in
the social sciences. Even though data analyses involving the use of computer programs will often be
mentioned during lectures, it is NOT the purpose of this course to teach the principles of
statistical procedures and the use of these computer programs.

Rather, the focus will be on how a research topic is conceived, coverage of literature, whether the
statistical results are appropriately applied to answer research questions and inferences are
appropriately made, and how to write a

research paper.

This course also requires lots of scientific writing, which will result in the final form of a
quality feasible research proposal. For each of the research methods covered in class, students are
expected to recognize the major characteristics and appropriate applicability, standard terminology
employed with their associated strengths and weaknesses.
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