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This course explores the aesthetic, political, and psychological dimensions of European literature
from the late 19th to the late 20th century, focusing on texts that interrogate identity, social
upheaval, and the limits of representation. Through drama, poetry, and prose, students will examine
how European writers responded to modernity’ s discontents—revolution, alienation, eroticism, and
absurdity—while reshaping literary form and cultural critique.

Primary texts include Anton Chekhov’ s "The Cherry Orchard," a tragicomic meditation on class
transition and historical inertia; Dario Fo' s "Can’ t Pay? Won' t Pay!", a farcical indictment of
consumer capitalism and political resistance; Thomas Mann’ s "Death in Venice," a novella of
aesthetic obsession and moral decay; selected poems by Charles Baudelaire and Arthur Rimbaud, whose
symbolist and visionary styles revolutionized lyric subjectivity; and Milan Kundera’ s "Life Is
Elsewhere," a postmodern novel that satirizes poetic idealism and political naiveté.

Through close reading, comparative analysis, and theoretical framing, students will engage with
themes such as:

The collapse of aristocratic and bourgeois values

The eroticization of death and beauty

- Revolutionary desire and its theatrical forms

The poet as prophet, clown, or traitor

The tension between personal freedom and historical determinism
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A 2B R B enii# it 4 - Basic English ability in listening, speaking, reading, .
writing.

EaE i it By il #Bf# - Basic understanding of English and American
cultures and their literary histories.

LHERFBEN e iR (F 8% e e~ R4) 2 A Aic 4 - Basic ability

sexuality, and religion.

C |[to appreciate and analyze texts in different aspects: language, ethnicity, gender, ‘

D |2 5~ ae,5 8¢ 4 - Basic ability to appreciate different arts.
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£ required for textual analysis in preparation for either oral or written reports.
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¥ #% & B # Teaching Schedule & Content

#F =t Week R % Subject/Topics % :fRemarks

1 Introduction

2 The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov

3 The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov

4 Can’ t Pay? Won' t Pay! by Dario Fo

5 Can’ t Pay? Won’ t Pay! by Dario Fo

6 Death in Venice by Thomas Mann

7 Death in Venice by Thomas Mann

8 Charles Baudelaire’ s poems

9 #p ¢ ¥ 223 Midterm Exam

10 Arthur Rimbaud’ s poems

11 Life is Elsewhere by Milan Kundera

12 Life is Elsewhere by Milan Kundera

13 Life is Elsewhere by Milan Kundera

14 Life is Elsewhere by Milan Kundera

15 Review

16 =&% &P Constitution Day

17 #p % ¥ 22:% Final Exam
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18 Flexible Teaching Supplementation/ Independent Study Week for
Students
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Wilde, Oscar, and Michael Patrick Gillespie. The Importance of Being Earnest: Authoritative Text,
Backgrounds, Criticism. Edited by Michael Patrick Gillespie. New York: W.W. Norton, 2006.
Kureishi, Hanif. Plays One / Hanif Kureishi; Introduced by Hanif Kureishi. London: Faber and Faber,
1999.
Kron, Lisa. In the Wake. Dramatists Play Service, 2012.
Harrison, Jordan. Log Cabin. Samuel French, 2019.
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