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HAz4w it Course Description

This course offers a close reading of four dramatic works that interrogate identity, social
performance, and political rupture across diverse cultural and historical contexts. From the biting
wit of Victorian satire to the raw immediacy of contemporary British and American theatre, students
will explore how playwrights use dialogue, structure, and staging to challenge norms and provoke
reflection.

We begin with Oscar Wilde’ s "The Importance of Being Earnest," a masterclass in verbal irony and
double lives, where social conventions are both mocked and meticulously performed. Hanif Kureishi’ s
"Outskirts" presents a fragmented and atmospheric exploration of marginality, race, and urban
dislocation in postcolonial Britain. "In the Wake" by Lisa Kron offers a politically charged portrait
of post-9/11 identity and liberal complicity, examining how personal relationships are shaped by
national trauma. Finally, Jordan Harrison’ s "Log Cabin" confronts the contradictions of progressive
politics and queer identity within the intimate setting of a dinner party, exposing the fault lines
of privilege, ideology, and generational tension.
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B E e R B enii# av 4 - Basic English ability in listening, speaking, reading,
g | ®
writing.
B EHHEEY v 9 A #B % - Basic understanding of English and American O
cultures and their literary histories.
LR EFeAFBRE (F7 A% Bu - Be s 2%&) 2 Agf AR 4 - Basic ability
C |[to appreciate and analyze texts in different aspects: language, ethnicity, gender, .
sexuality, and religion.
D | & 5 A4t &) 4 - Basic ability to appreciate different arts. .
B ERETHAE Y ALY~ 3 5 2 v E4FL g6 4 o Basic ability to gather materials O
required for textual analysis in preparation for either oral or written reports.
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# I & B % Teaching Schedule & Content

¥ = Week R % Subject/Topics # :xRemarks
1 Introduction
2 The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
3 The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
4 The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
5 Outskirts by Hanif Kureishi
6 Outskirts by Hanif Kureishi
7 Outskirts by Hanif Kureishi
8 Group Performances
9 #p ¢ ¥ 223 Midterm Exam
10 In the Wake by Lisa Kron
11 In the Wake by Lisa Kron
12 In the Wake by Lisa Kron
13 Log Cabin by Jordan Harrison
14 Log Cabin by Jordan Harrison
15 Log Cabin by Jordan Harrison
16 Review
17 #p % ¥ 22 Final Exam
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18 Flexible Teaching Supplementation/ Independent Study Week for

Students




% % K % Teaching Strategies

¥ P Lecture & w3t #Group Discussion |:| %2B9 Y Field Trip
|:| H i Miscellaneous:

% % 4] #7 p * Teaching Self-Evaluation

£13#7% % (Innovative Teaching)

B AL % £ 4 (PBL) W & (75 (TBL) [ ] oy (SBL)
Déﬁﬁ?{i Flipped Classroom I:l E3xEr Moocs

A ¢ § = (Social Responsibility)

|:| % # 4 B Community Practice |:| A% & ¥ Industy-Academia Cooperation

5 & (¥ (Transdisciplinary Projects)

|:| i M %% Transdisciplinary Teaching |:| B % %% Inter-collegiate Teaching

|:| ¥ §F & 3 Courses Co-taught with Industry Practitioners
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(Attendance Record)
g ¢+ 24 Midterm Exam 25% v
#x ¥ 2% Final Exam 25% v
% %4 Homework and/or 0
Assignments 20% v
H# i Miscellaneous 0
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)
Wilde, Oscar, and Michael Patrick Gillespie. The Importance of Being Earnest: Authoritative Text,
Backgrounds, Criticism. Edited by Michael Patrick Gillespie. New York: W.W. Norton, 2006.
Kureishi, Hanif. Plays One. London: Faber and Faber, 1999.
Kron, Lisa. In the Wake. Dramatists Play Service, 2012.
Harrison, Jordan. Log Cabin. Samuel French, 2019.
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Teaching Aids & Teacher’ s Website(Including online teaching information.
Personal website can be listed here.)
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