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HAz4w it Course Description

This course aims to familiarize students with prose writings by several key contemporary prose
writers. Someprose-writing models are selected to encourage students to improve their reading and
writing appreciation withsome of the best examples of English prose in literature. Students would
learn how to read and recognize inseveral rhetorical modes (definition, narration,
comparison/contrast, classification/division, cause and effect, andargument/persuasion). This course
intends to promote the skills of reading, enabling students to think moreclearly and logically in
their prose readings.
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The course aims to guide students in a deep exploration of the diverse forms and aesthetic qualities
of Anglo-American prose. Through the reading of selected modern and contemporary prose masterpieces,
students will practice identifying various rhetorical modes—such as definition, narration,
comparison, causality, and argumentation—while enhancing their critical reading and logical thinking
skills. The core thesis is that prose is not merely a vehicle for information but a site of dialogue
between the author’ s subjectivity and contemporary social, historical, and cultural contexts.
Students will learn to deconstruct power structures, identity politics, and ideologies within texts,
and refine their own English writing and academic discourse by studying high-quality prose models.
Ultimately, the course seeks to broaden students’ cultural horizons, enabling them to offer profound
critical insights into complex social phenomena using precise and empathetic language.
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# 3 & B % Teaching Schedule & Content

F =t Week R % Subject/Topics # :fRemarks
1 Introduction
2 On Writing; Why I write
3 Mother Tongue
4 On Reading; Survival
5 Description; The Discus Thrower
6 Narration; The Struggle to be an All American Girl




7 [1lustration; Tricks! Treats

8 Comparison and Contrast; The Place Where I Was Born

9 #p ¢ ¥ 32 Midterm Exam

10 Definition; Fun, Oh Boy

11 Friends, Good Friends

12 Classification; The Three New Yorks

13 Process Analysis; Camping Out

14 Cause-and-Effect Analysis; Why Marriage Fail

15 Argumentation and Persuasion; America Needs Its Nerds

16 # % % 3 Final Exam

17 Review
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p gy Self-directed Learning
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N N N [ I Y

## (G %) Others (Please specify. ):

Fil: AREDFHEpID FERALAFELIT & 2 B EIFA18 P2 RA » GrREFRLHIZ REE
®E o

Note: From the 115th academic year, the semester will be 17 weeks. Please include
flexible teaching activities to meet the required 18 hours per credit.
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Textbook & Other References (Title, Author, Publisher, Agents, Remarks, etc.)

Muller, Gilbert H., and Harvey S. Wiener, compilers. The Short Prose Reader. 7th ed., McGraw-Hill,
1994.
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